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	As a quick note.  Here are the answers to the five major questions from the
list of forty questions.  This coupled with James extensive on the record
support for the re-opening of Charity will hopefully serve to fulfill this
questionnaire request. [Bold type – Brad Ott’s emphasis in receipt of the responses]

If not we understand and we can get those to you after tonight's TV debate
but we wanted to get the answers to the major answers posed to you.

James wanted to commend you on the depth of knowledge that is demonstrated in
this lengthy questionnaire as well as the interest your organization has
demonstrated in health care for the New Orleans area; commitment to
increased and meaningful citizen participation as an essential element in
planning appropriately for the area's health care needs; but would it be
possible to revisit these remaining issues in a forum or interviews with the
candidates who make the runoff?

1.   Do you support the re-opening of Charity Hospital on the campus of the
Rev. Avery C. Alexander Complex? Please explain your reasons:

I commend the excellent work of the Committee to Reopen Charity Hospital.
The Committee has shown great leadership in restoring adequate health
services in New Orleans, and I share your commitment to increased and
meaningful citizen participation as an essential element in planning
appropriately for the area’s health care needs. The health care issues
facing our communities are numerous, and I look forward to continuing this
discussion with the Committee and its partners over the term of my
administration.

I support the re-opening of Charity Hospital in its current location and
favor the plan developed by the Foundation for Historic Louisiana.
Developing a state-of-the-art hospital within the old Charity building will
provide cutting edge health services and medical teaching facilities while
creating opportunities for small businesses and high-paying jobs for
residents.

The recent ruling to award the state nearly $475 million from FEMA will
provide almost all of the funding needed to rebuild Charity Hospital. Rather
than spending hundreds of millions of additional dollars on unnecessary
expansion, we owe it to our city to take the most cost-effective course of
action through creative reuse of existing facilities. Rather than displacing
communities and destroying historic homes, we must rebuild communities and
provide adequate health services as quickly as possible.

Too often, the voice of citizens has been left out of the debate about
Charity Hospital. Politicians, government agencies and special interests
have designed the plans from the start. I am committed to protecting the
interest of the citizens of New Orleans and as Mayor I will convene a
citizen advisory council to oversee planning for Charity Hospital.

2.   Were you aware that within 3 weeks of Hurricane Katrina, the Oklahoma
National Guard, the 82nd Airborne under Lt. General Russel Honore and others
had joined doctors, nurses and health care workers of our city to restore
Charity Hospital, with certification of its readiness to receive patients
when the facility was closed by LSU Health Science Center, Health Care
Service Division officials without state legislative approval as required
under Louisiana Revised Statutes?

I am aware of the ongoing litigation related to the closure of Charity
Hospital.  Our city will benefit from the recent decision awarding the state
nearly $475 million for FEMA’s reimbursement obligations.  However, the
Louisiana courts are still hearing issues related to the legitimacy of LSU’s
decision to shutter the hospital in the first place.

This litigation raises difficult questions about the closing of Charity
Hospital. For example, recent reports state that within a month following
Katrina, the first three floors of Charity Hospital were cleared of refuse,
the floodwaters drained, and the electricity restored. Affidavits of
military personnel state that powerful generators were delivered to Charity
Hospital that could have powered much of the building, but were refused by
hospital staff.

While I cannot predict the outcome of this litigation, the lawsuits and the
testimony of plaintiffs makes it painfully clear that the closure has caused
significant hardship and greatly diminished health services for residents.
As Mayor, I will make it a priority to return adequate health services for
all of our residents.

3.   What impact has the closing of Charity Hospital had on our city? On the
level of patient care?  Emergency services?  Psychiatric crisis
intervention? Economic losses or gains? Over the past four years?  In the
future?

For generations, Charity Hospital has provided access to health services for
large number of our citizens, many of them poor or uninsured. In fact,
before the storm, Charity Hospital boasted one of the top Level I Trauma
Centers in the nation, second only to Chicago.

However, we have also seen that Hurricane Katrina led to a dramatic increase
in physical and mental health problems for residents. Now, with the closure
of Charity Hospital, thousands of residents lack an accessible primary care
facility, and too many must travel long distances for basic health services.

Without access to basic care, our entire city suffers. Health problems are
exacerbated for the uninsured. The closure has slowed our economy, with
fewer health industry jobs, and thousands expected to remain out of work as
long as Charity stands idle.

As mayor, I will do everything in my power to quickly restore charity-based
health services for the residents and support innovative biomedical
industries to help drive our economy forward.

4.    If you support the proposed LSU/VA hospital complex, how did you
arrive at your decision to support the project? Who or what facts influenced
your decision?

To date, numerous development proposals have been put forth, all with the
goal of improving health services, creating jobs, and spurring economic
development for New Orleans. Proposals such as those supported by the New
Orleans Regional Biosciences Initiative and the Greater New Orleans
Biosciences Economic Development District call for a large geographic
cluster of bioscience and healthcare facilities. The co-location of such
assets is important, as it fosters cross-fertilization of ideas and
collaborations. However, equally important are the communities those
facilities are intended to serve.

Just as we must be support innovative industries, we must be innovative in
our approach to economic development, historic preservation, and community
revitalization. While I am supportive of a state-of-the-art hospital, I have
concerns that the biomedical corridor, as proposed by the GNOBEDD, may be
overly broad in its geographic scope. Nevertheless, my administration will
remain dedicated to open dialogue and community participation in all major
economic development so that we can ensure a unified, equitable and
prosperous path forward.

5.    What do you conceive of as the future of medical homes and community
health clinics in New Orleans and how do you plan to support their formation
and growth beyond the Primary Care Access and Stabilization Grant (which at
present is set to expire in October 2010)?

I am committed to bringing health services into our communities through an
expanded network of independent neighborhood primary care centers. Although
our major public hospital was closed, the Primary Care Access and
Stabilization Grant has given us the ability to develop a system of care
where every citizen has access to high quality and affordable healthcare
close to where they live. Programs under this grant have proved successful,
with recent reports indicating that residents are now seeing less medical
debt and inefficiency of care in New Orleans. As Mayor, I will work
aggressively to have the grant program extended so that New Orleans can
improve health services as a model for our nation.
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